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Meet Amelia Louise McBride.    She's nine years old, a former New Yorker who's now living in a

small town after her parents decided to get divorced, and dealing with everything from being the

new kid in school to getting her first kiss. But you know what? She's got her mom and her aunt

Tanner (who happens to be an ex-rock star) and her friends Reggie, Rhonda, and Pajamaman, and

everything's going to be okay. Except, of course, when it isn't.   In this first book of Amelia's

adventures, Amelia and her friends take on bullies (and Santa!), barely survive gym class, and

receive a disgustingly detailed explanation of the infamous Sneeze Barf.
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Roundabout three years ago I was at an American Library Association conference, trolling the aisles

of the convention center for goodies. As always, I kept one eye on the comic aisle, hoping to see

something new and different. And there, right smack dab in the center, was this guy. This Jimmy

Gownley fella, who not only talked up his self-published graphic novel series "Amelia Rules!" like it

was the second coming of Charles Schultz, but actually handed me the first three books in the

series free of charge! No questions asked. I devoured them in the hours before my flight back to

New York and found them to be sterling companions. There's a lot going on in this little series, in

terms of plot, graphic choices, and innate humor. Now plucked up by big publishing sugardaddy



Simon & Schuster, Gownley has a chance to get Amelia into the hands of more than just librarians.

And the first book in the series will probably sell itself anyway. Because if there's one thing kids like,

it's reading about other kids. Weeeeeird other kids.Amelia's new to town. Her parents recently split

up and so she and her mom have had to move in with Amelia's hip, young, musical Aunt Tanner.

Things aren't so bad, really. She's already become friends with Reggie and his buddy Pajamaman.

Then there's Rhonda, who Amelia professes to hate and who carries an unrequited torch for

Reggie. With her friends by her side Amelia tackles everything from tag to school to zombies to

Santa. But at the heart of everything she misses her dad, and a camping trip with him shows that

the two have a lot of work ahead of them but they're probably going to be okay.
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